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Honoring Our Journey; Embracing the Future
by Diana Le Sieur
The 2025–2026 school year was one of transition, reflection, and continued growth.
Throughout the year, our staff remained deeply committed to providing beautiful,
purposeful Montessori environments where children and adolescents could learn, work,
and thrive.

I am grateful for the dedication, care, and collaboration our staff brought to this
important work. Their steady commitment helped sustain a strong sense of cohesion
across our community, reflected in the continued engagement and retention of our
students and families. I am equally grateful to our families for their trust, partnership,
and belief in Hershey’s mission. 

It has been a privilege to serve Hershey during this meaningful year. I remain deeply
appreciative of all who contributed to this extraordinary community and am confident in
the possibilities ahead.

As my time as Interim Head of School comes to a close, I am pleased to pass the baton
to Heather Maccabe. Heather brings extensive Montessori experience, a deep respect
for Hershey’s history, and a thoughtful vision for its future.

Diana Le Sieur

Interim Head of School
2025-2026

“I am honored to join a community so deeply rooted in Montessori
education and strengthened by the dedication of its students,

families, staff, and supporters. I look forward to building
upon this strong foundation as, together, we nurture a

 vibrant and sustainable future for Hershey.”
- Heather Maccabe
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The Hershey
Family

Foundation

With profound gratitude, we again celebrate the extraordinary generosity of Barry Hershey and The
Hershey Family Foundation for their recent $5 million transformational gift to Hershey Montessori
School's endowment. Like the Montessori journey itself, an endowment is built with vision, patience,
and purpose. The principal is carefully preserved while its annual earnings provide enduring support,
ensuring that future generations of children continue to experience the wonder of learning in
thoughtfully prepared Montessori environments.

This remarkable gift is an investment in possibility—in the curiosity of every child, the dedication of
every guide, and the strength of our mission. While endowment support secures our future, annual
giving and grants continue to provide the resources that sustain the exceptional experiences of
today. Together, these investments cultivate a community where wonder inspires discovery,
purposeful work, and a lifelong love of learning. 

We are deeply humbled by The Hershey Family Foundation's trust, generosity, and unwavering hope
in the transformative power of Montessori education.

Continuing to Build a Legacy of Wonder and Hope
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"Passion is lifted from the earth itself by the
muddy hands of the young; it travels along

grass-stained sleeves to the heart.

If we are going to save environmentalism and the
environment, we must also save an endangered

indicator species: the child in nature."
 

- Richard Louv, Last Child in the Woods, 2013
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Huntsburg Campus
The Early Years
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Huntsburg Campus
The Early Years
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Huntsburg Campus
The Early Years
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Huntsburg Campus

Celebrating 25 Years 
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HVAC Upgrades
Across Both

Campuses

The middle school program was
awarded a WholeKids Foundation

Beekeeping grant that was designed
to foster curiosity, environmental

stewardship, and an understanding of
the essential role pollinators play in

our ecosystem. Grant funds provided
bee equipment to support healthy

colonies and educational materials.
The program produced 50 lbs. of

honey in 2025-2026!

WHOLE SCHOOL
HIGHLIGHTS 

WHOLE SCHOOL
HIGHLIGHTS 

A newly renovated Children’s
House classroom provides a
beautiful and thoughtfully
prepared environment where
children can explore, discover, and
grow with independence. Funding
for this classroom was generously
provided through a grant from The
Hershey Foundation.

Children’s
House
Refresh

Thanks to grant awards from
the Ohio Bureau of Workers’
Compensation (OBWC), the

Huntsburg Farmhouse and
Concord Campus both had
an HVAC unit replaced with

OBWC covering ¾ of the
cost. Thank you, OBWC!

Beekeeping Award
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Hershey Montessori School
had the pleasure of
welcoming an international
group of Montessori
educators to its Huntsburg
Campus as part of a 25‑day
global Montessori expedition
highlighting innovative
adolescent education.

Concord Guides
and Assistants
enjoy a shared
creative 
experience led by
Yvonne Delgado
Thomas, Director 
of Development.

Diana Le Sieur, Zaynab Olin
Twaddell, and Sarah
Tetzloff joined Montessori
educators and leaders from
around the world in Mérida,
Yucatán, Mexico, in May of
2026, for the 30th
International Montessori
Congress. Centered on the
theme “Joyful Journey,” the
gathering celebrated
connection, learning,
innovation, and the shared
work of nurturing
compassionate, capable
stewards of our world.

As a Geauga Growth Partnership (GGP) partnering organization, Hershey
Montessori School was invited to share a story highlighting the Huntsburg
Campus. Matt Sorrick, Upper School Science Guide, shares how the campus
nurtures curiosity, confidence, self-understanding, and a deep sense of
community, preparing adolescents to become compassionate, environmentally
connected stewards of peace and humanity. 
Watch here: https://www.instagram.com/p/DN8QkUKDGjS/
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Huntsburg Middle School students share
information about their maple syrup
production with members of the
Wildwood Garden Club of Mentor
through a hands-on, student-led
learning experience.

Students playfully quiz
Senator Jerry Cirino on

Presidents during his visit
to the Concord Campus

on November 2025—
putting his and their

curiosity and knowledge
to the test.

The Leadership Lake County Class
of 2025 visited both campuses to
learn about Montessori education
as a part of their monthly
programming

Students traveled to
Washington, D.C. for an
enriching experience
connecting their studies
to history, government,
and civic life. They
explored national
memorials and
monuments, visited
Arlington National
Cemetery, the Capitol, and the exteriors of the
Library of Congress and Supreme Court, which
were closed to visitors due to the government
shutdown. 

Students also explored history through a visit to
The People’s House, the Daughters of the
American Revolution Museum, and a ghost tour
of Alexandria, bringing their learning to
 life beyond the classroom. 

Diana Le Sieur gathered with
thousands of Montessorians in
Washington, D.C., for the 2026
 AMS Conference, Seeds of Change:
Nurturing Tomorrow’s Leaders -
including an immersive exploration of
Dr. Maria Montessori’s years in India.
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Dr. Sunil Ahuja
president of Lakeland

Community College
visited Huntsburg

Campus in October
2025 to explore the

campus and to discuss
College Credit Plus. ,



“The child is both a
hope and a promise

for mankind.”

A child in Saren Phillip’s
Early Elementary
classroom sparked a
child-led celebration 
of Jane Goodall Day,
inspiring research,
collaboration, and
meaningful action
rooted in curiosity
and care for the
natural world.

Students from Sarah Tetzloff’s Upper
Elementary class gathered donations
for Lake Humane Society’s Santa Paws
drive, extending care and compassion
to animals in need.

Huntsburg middle school
student Cas joins Judi
Maloney and a volunteer
from Claridon Community
Helps, celebrating the
students’ harvest of
homegrown produce
donated to support the
community’s summer lunch
program.

— Dr. Maria Montessori

Adolescents bring their learning beyond the
classroom through a student-run presence at the
Chardon Family Market. and through their
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program.
Growing, harvesting, marketing, and selling their
own produce provides meaningful opportunities for
entrepreneurship, responsibility, and community
connection. 
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to our
Board of
Directors
2025-2026

John Cunningham
President 

Jane Neubauer
Vice President
Development 
Committee Chair

Jeffrey Embleton, Esq.
Secretary
Governance 
Committee Chair

Joel Smith
Treasurer
Finance Committee
Chair

Bowman Beeman
Buildings & Grounds 
Committee Chair

April Bain 

Jessie Jones
 
Anne Marie Kollander

Doug E. Price

Kevin Slesh

Kate Witosky

Debra Hershey Guren
Board Emeritus

Thanks to alumni volunteers Kate Rose, Bryan Jones, and
George Ferguson, Hershey Montessori School has
established an Alumni Committee to strengthen
connections across generations. Working with the
Development Team, the committee hosted a tent at the
annual Huntsburg Harvest Festival, welcoming alumni and
celebrating the lasting relationships that connect our
community.

All alumni—anyone who attended classes, taught, or
graduated from HMS—are invited to reconnect through our
online alumni database. Here, any alumni my update their
information, share photos, receive school news, and connect
with friends. Alumni can also reengage by attending events,
volunteering, or sharing their experiences and career
journeys with current students and guides. We invite our
alumni community to not only be part of the history of
Hershey Montessori, but to reengage and be part of our
current and future story as well.

www.classcreator.com/Concord-Township-OH-Hershey-Montessori-1989-2010/

Celebrating Our Alumni Community
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Financial
2025-2026

Enrollment
2025-2026

Figures exclude a one-time $5 million endowment gift from The Hershey
Family Foundation and $40,904 in Employee Retention Credit Grant funds.

Financial & Enrollment Summary
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The Hershey
Family

Foundation

The RIG III
Family

Foundation

Development Income
2025-2026

Total Revenue:
$1,075,392

Figures exclude a one-time $5 million endowment gift from The Hershey
Family Foundation.
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HMS refined its Young Child Communities (YCCs) to 
honor continuity, independence, and each child’s
developmental needs. YCCs now serve children ages 12
months to three years, with consistent classroom support 
and thoughtfully prepared environments.

Daily experiences such as setting the table, washing fruits
and vegetables, serving food, and caring for the classroom
provide meaningful Practical Life opportunities that
strengthen coordination, language, concentration, and
independence. Outdoor time invites children to explore
gardens, observe seasonal changes, discover nature, and
develop a lasting connection with the natural world.

Throughout the year, Children’s House communities
engaged in meaningful experiences connecting children
to nature, Practical Life, and one another. Children
observed the complete lifecycle of Painted Lady
butterflies and explored seasonal changes, animal tracks,
and natural materials during weekly walks in the woods.

Daily snack preparation provided opportunities to
develop coordination, sequencing, concentration, and
independence through peeling, chopping, mixing, and
measuring. Birthday celebrations further strengthened
community, giving children opportunities to celebrate one
another and recognize each child’s growth.

Concord Campus Highlights

Children’s House
Parent Infant (PI) and 
Young Child Community (YCC)
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The Early Elementary community embraced
hands-on learning, collaboration, and
meaningful contributions throughout the year.
Children created a 50-State Jenga set for the
Gala, explored literature through an Author of
the Month study, harvested apples, made
applesauce, and participated in cooking,
cultural celebrations, and nature experiences.

The Upper Elementary students experienced a year of authentic,
hands-on learning that connected classroom studies with the wider
world. 

Highlights included wildflower studies at Penitentiary Glen, a
community-building experience at Camp Fitch, the student-led
Prehistoric Fair, sixth-year volunteer service at the Cleveland
Botanical Garden, and artistic inspiration from guest artist Dale
Malner. 

Concord Campus Highlights

Upper Elementary ProgramEarly Elementary Program
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Third-year students deepened their connection to the natural
world through the annual Tree Field Trip and a Cuyahoga
Valley National Park adventure. As a full elementary
community, children and families connected through the
Popsicle Social, Montessori Live, and Field Day. These
authentic experiences fostered independence, creativity,
collaboration, cultural awareness, and a strong sense of
belonging and contribution to the community.

Through these experiences, students
strengthened their research, collaboration, and
problem-solving skills while exploring their
interests, contributing to their community, and
developing a deeper appreciation for the
natural world. These meaningful opportunities
nurtured curiosity, independence, creativity,
and a growing sense of responsibility—
hallmarks of a Montessori education.

https://www.lakemetroparks.com/parks-trails/penitentiary-glen-reservation
https://campfitchymca.org/
https://holdenfg.org/cleveland-botanical-garden/gardens-and-attractions/
https://holdenfg.org/cleveland-botanical-garden/gardens-and-attractions/
https://dalemalner.com/
https://dalemalner.com/


Literacy Highlights
Literacy Program
During 2025–2026, Rachel Sannitti and
Stephanie Swank, worked together to
strengthen learning support across the school.
The Enrichment Room opened midyear for
Children’s House students, providing a prepared
space for small-group work, individualized 

Hershey Montessori School was
awarded a grant from The
Celebrating Ohio Book Awards &
Authors (COBAA) LSTA grant
program. The COBAA grant
enabled The Concord library to
purchase books by Ohio authors
as well as books recognized by
Ohio-based book award
programs. Since 2016, the
COBAA grant initiative has
provided funds to help libraries
expand collections and 

 Library
Gifted

Books by
Ohio Authors

support literacy by connecting
Ohio 
readers 
to Ohio 
authors 
and 
Ohio
book 
award 
winners.

Donor Supports Concord Library
A heartfelt thank you to Carole Hershey Walters
for her generous $5,000 grant, which supports
literacy and library improvements at the Concord
Campus. Recognizing the importance of early
literacy and the lasting impact of reading on a
child’s development, her gift strengthens the
resources and inviting spaces that nurture a love
of reading, build foundational skills, and support a
lifelong journey of learning.
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Structured literacy support for grades K–3 used explicit, systematic,
and multisensory instruction to strengthen foundational reading and
writing skills. A Borrow Bag program also sent 2–3 books home each
weekend with first-year students, building fluency, confidence, and a
love of reading. HMS looks forward to a full year of purposeful use of
the Enrichment Room in 2026–2027.

support, and enrichment. Its quieter environment helped children work
with fewer distractions and gave guides an additional resource for
meeting individual needs.



Huntsburg Campus Highlights

Middle School

Residential
The Huntsburg residential community brought
together five- and seven-day students from Ohio,
New York, Mongolia, and Japan, with day students
joining periodically. Together, students built
friendships, shared cultural perspectives, and
developed a sense of belonging. Through exploring
Northeast Ohio and its cultural offerings, traveling to
Columbus, skiing, and participating in campus
projects and activities, students expanded their
experiences, practiced independence, and took an
active role in shaping their residential life.

Middle school adolescents connected Montessori learning to the wider
world through travel, hands-on work, and community experiences. A trip to
Washington, D.C., explored American history and civic life, while campus
projects included planting native species for pollinators, incorporating
Spanish vocabulary, making soap from campus-raised pigs, and 
deepening peace literacy.
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Fourth-quarter studies came alive through a 38-
mile bike journey along the Ohio & Erie Canal
Towpath and field experiences focused on
transportation, bike mechanics,  culture, and water
quality. Students explored local waterways, farms,
cultural communities, and the Ohio City Bike Co-
op, strengthening their understanding of
stewardship, interconnection, and the world around
them.



Upper School
Hershey Montessori’s adolescent students
explored literature, history, science, and
mathematics through inquiry and hands-on
learning. Students wrote original stories inspired
by The Hero’s Journey, connecting coming-of-age
novels to their own lives, studied archaeology,
justice, peace, art history, and designed
psychology experiments. In Physics, students
investigated the environmental impact of
everyday products, developing research reports
and presentations to share with community
members. In Integrated Mathematics, they
connected trigonometry and physics by
constructing pendulums, modeling their motion,
and creating gravity pendulum paintings
illustrating Lissajous curves.

Learning extended beyond the classroom through
a peace education service retreat and a trip to
Washington, D.C., where students hiked more
than 25 miles exploring historic monuments and
nearby natural areas while navigating a
government shutdown. These experiences
fostered critical thinking, creativity,
independence, and a deeper sense of
responsibility to their communities and the
broader world.

Huntsburg Campus Highlights
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CONCORD CAMPUS 

V I B E S 
CONCORD CAMPUS 

V I B E S 
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HUNTSBURG CAMPUS 

V I B E S 
HUNTSBURG CAMPUS 

V I B E S 
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Celebrating the Sixth Year Journey

“I learned this, at least, by my experiment: that if one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live
the life which he has imagined, he will meet with a success unexpected in common hours.” 

― Henry David Thoreau, Walden: Or, Life in the Woods

Class of 2026 - Huntsurg Campus

Sixth Year students celebrated the culmination of their Concord Campus experience as they
prepared to enter the Third Plane of Development and to  continue their Montessori journey 
at Huntsburg. The sixth year farewell ceremony brought students, families, and Upper
Elementary students together as Sixth Years reflected on their time at Hershey Montessori
School, shared favorite memories, and expressed gratitude to those who supported their
journey. They also planned a culminating trip that fostered exploration, independence, and
shared celebration. We are proud that all of our Sixth Years will continue on to middle school
at the Huntsburg Campus for the 2026–2027 school year. Congratulations and best wishes
on their next chapter!

To Our Graduates:  We wish for you a future filled with
curiosity, courage, and purpose. May you carry the
spirit of Montessori with you on your journey. We are
confident that you will make the world a little better
simply because of who you are.

24
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Development Fundraising Events
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Ways to Give
Give for the Children; Give for the Future.
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Annual Giving Scholarships IRA Gifts Gifts of Stock
Annual Giving: Every gift,
at any level, nurtures the
prepared environments,
meaningful work, and

meaningful learning that
help our students grow

today.

Turn your IRA distribution
into an investment in the
next generation, nurturing
independence, curiosity,

and a lifelong love of
learning.

Share the growth of your
investments to cultivate

the growth, discovery, and
potential of Hershey
Montessori students.

OAIS SGO Scholarships
help more children access
the transformative power
of Montessori education

by directing your Ohio tax
credit donation toward
scholarships at HMS.

www.hershey-montessori.org/contribute/
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Please support
these sponsors who
so generously
support Hershey
Montssori School.
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A Community of Generosity
 Key: ^HMS Employees and *HMS Board Member (2025-2026 School Year)

(cont’d.)

Marshall Peckis and Ashlee Conley
Sandy Conley
Paul Reddick and Judith Cunningham
Dana and Marc Davis
Nancy Duker
Calland and Joseph Ferraro
Adam Guren
Sam and Nancy Guren
Scott and Victoria Hackenberg
Adam Cohen and Vaishnavi Hariprasad
Doug and Jessie Jones^
Kenny and Daniela Keslar
Donna Klements
Holly and Rob Kline
Anne Marie Kollander^ and Mark
Teague
Will and Danielle Krause*
Melanie and Jason Loveless
Marsh & McLennan Agency 
Cheryl and Vic Noviski
William and Sharon Ruple
Salute Financial
Dominic and Rachel Sanniti*
Nick and Deanna Shrum*
State Library of Ohio, COBAA
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(cont’d.)Transformational Leaders
The Hershey Family Foundation

Distinguished Leaders $25,000 and
above
Laurie and John Cunningham^
The Dekko Foundation 
The Hershey Foundation
Jerome T. Osborne and Georgeanne S.
Osborne Charitable Trust
The RIG III Family Foundation

Inspirational Leaders $10,000 –
$24,999
Debbie and Peter Guren
Ohio Bureau of Worker's Compensation
Robert & Laurel Weinberg Family
Foundation

Visionary $5,000 - $9,999
John and Elizabeth Budnik
Matt and Jamie Frank
Cari and Gary Gross
Jennifer and Mario Jurcic
Shane and Suzette Horner

Fritz and Jane Neubauer^
Secure Recycling
The Triple T Foundation
Carole Hershey Walters

Innovators $2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
Joshua and Hannah Bain*
Jamie and Kali Chabra
C. Fraser Elliott and Line Montminy
Patti and Jeffrey Embleton^
Zachary and Lauren Guren
Hoar Bros Construction Company 
The Murch Foundation
The Ohio Attorney General
Paskevich and Associates
Jessica Strelec and Joel Smith^
Sugar Pines Farm
TCC Technology Solutions
Lee and Julia Quignano

Ambassadors $1,000 - $2,499
Anounymous (3)
Richard Beeman
Britt Newman and Stephen Christopher



(cont’d.) (cont’d.) (cont’d.)

A Community of Generosity
 Key: ^HMS Employees and *HMS Board Member (2025-2026 School Year)
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Steve and Sally Terrell
Aaron and Zaynab Olin Twaddell*
The Vadakin Family
VFW of Ohio Charities, post 6519
Susan and Keith Walters
Bob and Laurel Weinberg
Whole Kids Foundation 
Gary and Kate Witosky^

Patrons $500 - $999 
Mary Ann and Ronald Aardema
Mark Bancroft
Sara Guren and Bowman Beeman^
Jim and Megan Emond
Eric and Yuliia Engman
Mateja and Robert Fiorille
Tim Frank Septic 
Honest Scales Recycling
Key Bank Foundation
Yves and Diana Le Sieur*
The Lozick Family Foundation
Lisa and Fritz Meyer
Middlefield Banking Company
George Milbourn

Montessori Development Partnerships
Gerry and Shelley Morgan*
Northern Ohio Wine Guild
John and Brandie Rider
Ellen Smith-Susan and Chris Susan
Greg & Yvonne Delgado Thomas*
Jim and Jill Vinecourt
Paula Webster 
Rick and Colleen Welder

Advocates $250 - $499
Mark Alloy
Anonymous 
Vijay and Desarey Chokshi
Roger Christianson*
John and Carole Cummings
Ann Fairhurst
Chris and Jennifer Finan*
Raquel and Ben Griffis
The GRIT Group
Elizabeth Harwood
Denny and Judy Hershey
Chris and Martha Hitchcock
Meghan and Scott Kapp

Jim and Debbie Koller
James and Jill Levin*
John and Julie Loxterman*
Heather and Christian McClellan
Melissa Rosenheck
Mark Shaver
Stacey Shaver
Kevin Slesh^
Bart Hildebrant and Sarah Tetzloff* 
Nancy Theofrastous
Linda and Mark Wise
Gloria Wright
Nick and Lindsay Zaucha*

Community Friends $100 - $249
Andrea Aaby 
Cole Aansen
Lorie Armagno
Kelly Barsham
Cathy Batiuk
Tina Bergmann* and Bryan Thomas*
Julia and Victor Baucco
Jean Beck
Charles and Julia Bolton



(cont’d.) (cont’d.) (cont’d.)
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A Community of Generosity
 Key: ^HMS Employees and *HMS Board Member (2025-2026 School Year)

Anna and Doug Cornett*
Michael and Pamela Edwards
Stephen and Brittany Epple
Maha and Fahim Gemayel
Toamika Henderson and Timothy Willis
Kalli Holdash
Keith and Kristen Kraus
Faith Heinen
Alexander Hershey and Beatriz Meza-
Valencia
Bill Hines and Meg Sondey
Maureen Kuenzig
Garry and Melissa Ledwith*
Megan and Al Lee
Hannah Louis
Andy and Heather Maccabe*
Alexandra "Sandy" Maver*
Alecia and Russell May
Luisa Mendez* and Patrick Lauriano
Hai Nhu and Joseph Nguyen
Sarah and Adam Nichols
Shara Paromaki
Lindsay Percival
Cathy Piazza

Sara Romanski
Kate Rose
Josh Saperstein and Tierney Dewan-
Saperstein*
Hannah Shepard
Bob and Joanna Schneider
Janelle Slavick
Matthew Sorrick*
Mike and Stephanie Swank*
Kelly and Jeffrey Taraba
Lakisha and Dr. Walter Wingard Jr.
Hong Zhou*

Supporters $1 - $99
Anonymous
Heather Athens
Matthew Barcomb
Beth and Adam Beck
Katherine and Drew Bednar
Christine and K. Bellian
Jeremy Jefferson and Chazity Bush-
Jefferson
Elizabeth and Anthony Calvelage
Jennifer and Aaron Childers

Danielle Cooper
Jane Cooper
Ciara Norris and Brandon Dow
Linden Karas and Jeremy Duncan
Brittany and Stephen Epple
Laurie and Jim Ewert-Krocker
Tanya and Joe Farinacci
Jeni and Cory Fetzer
Nicole and Matthew Fowler
Larry and Reanna Francis
Kayla Friel
Danielle Gallese
Veronica Garand
Dan and Laurel Goldsworth
Matthew and Jessica Graziano
Daniel Guban
Steven and Tammy Gutierrez*
Jake Hines
Natalie Hudak*
Caitlin and Noah Jablonski
Bryan Jones
Donna Kelsar
Melanie and Lee Kilmer
J. Albert and Wendy Klauss



(cont’d.)
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(cont’d.)

A Community of Generosity
 Key: ^HMS Employees and *HMS Board Member (2025-2026 School Year)

Susan Rudy and Kurt Klimko*
Eldon and Venus Kohler*
Kristin and Chad Komocki*
Jim and Patsy Lombardo
Hannah and Christopher Lowe
Mabel's Labels
Devin and Erin Hempstead Linehan
Amy Loveland
Amy and David Maki
Paul and Katie Martino
Joan Meyer
Paul Meyer
Patrick Turton and Nanci Miklowski
Cory and Danielle Miles*
Kelly Miller
Eileen and Casey Moore
Anika Muliolis
Elizabeth Murray
Danielle and John Mutter
Dan Naftanail
Alexa Nared
Ian and Brooke Neale
Amy Nettles
Richard Novak

Stephen Novak
Allee and Nick Oddo
Dawn and Trevor Ostrowski
Allison and Brandon Park
Golnar and Scott Parry
Tabitha and Aaron Pesch
Sheena Prendergast and Rob Eaton
Jordyn and Joel Rabe*
Thomas Sims
Gurdial Singh
John and Jenna Spivak*
Todd Suszynski
Lea Swanson
Tyler Tibayan
Bridget Unger
Jose and Maria Vilchis
Kathleen Voneman
Jane Warren
Danielle and Brian Wilson
Amber Workman
Sarah Yenkevich
Michael Scott and Brie Zeltner



IN HONOR OF 

In Honor of Finn Wohlever-Schneider’s Graduation
Donated by Bob and JoAnna Schneider

In Honor of Rocky Decocq
Donated by Micheal & Pamela Edwards

In Honor of Cheryl Noviski
Donated by Eileen Moore

In Honor of Saren Phillips
Donated by Anonymous

In Honor of Saren, Sarah, Venus, Nancy, Jennifer,
Stephanie, and community at Hershey Montessori
School, with heartfelt gratitude for the foundation
they provided Juliana, Elena, and Walter.
Donated by Dr. Walter Wingard Jr. and Lakisha
Wingard

IN MEMORY OF 

In Memory of Susan Maver
Alexandra “Sandy” Maver 

In Memory of Josh Rosenheck
Melissa Rosenheck

In Memory of Michael Bagiackas
Bob and Laurel Weinberg
Mark Alloy

In Memory of Nathan C. Heinen
Donated by Faith Heinen
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IN CELEBRATION OF 

In Celebration of All Middle School and Upper
School Guides
Donated by John, Amber, and Lily workman

In Celebration of Huntsburg Upper School Guides
Donated by Hannah Shepard

In Celebration of Jill, Chad, & the Theater Troupe;
Joyce & Katie; Joel, Matt, Doug, truly awesome
guides at the Farm School!
Donated by Heather & Chris McClellan

In Celebration of Ilana Rosenheck 
Donated by Melissa Rosenheck

In Celebration of Hind Hassan
Donated by Toamika Henderson

In Celebration of Saren Phillips
Donated by Mike Scott

In Celebration of Saren and Sarah
Donated by Dominic and Rachel Sanniti

In Celebration of Stella Beeman 8  Yearth

Donated by Debbie and Peter Guren

(cont’d.)
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Gala 2025-2026: Wonder
Celebrating a WONDER-ful 

World of Curiosity, Creativity, and Connection
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Hershey Montessori School upholds authentic
Montessori education through its relationship

with the Association Montessori Internationale
(AMI), founded by Dr. Maria Montessori. Our 0–3,

6–12, and 12–18 programs are AMI recognized,
and our 3–6 program is AMI affiliated.

Annual Report Contacts:
Heather Maccabe
Head of School 
hmaccabe@hershey-montessori.org 

Roger Christianson
Director of Finance
rchristianson@hershey-montessori.org

Yvonne Delgado Thomas
Director of Development
ythomas@hershey-montessori.org

Deanna Shrum
Director of Marketing & Communications
dshrum@hershey-montessori.org

Hershey Montessori School continued its
commitment to reflection and continuous

improvement through ISACS accreditation,
successfully submitting its 2025–2026 Progress

Report highlighting key achievements and its
dedication to authentic Montessori

environments that reflect the school’s mission.

www.Hershey-Montessori.org

Campus Locations
Concord Campus 
(Birth-6  Grade)th

10229 Prouty Rd.
Concord Twp., OH 44077
440-357-0918

Huntsburg Campus 
(7th-12  Grade)th

11530 Madison Rd.
Huntsburg, OH 44046
440-636-6290

mailto:hmaccabe@hershey-montessori.org
mailto:christianson@hershey-montessori.org
mailto:ythomas@hershey-montessori.org
mailto:shrum@hershey-montessori.org
https://www.hershey-montessori.org/
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	Honoring Our Journey; Embracing the Future
	by Diana Le Sieur
	The 2025–2026 school year was one of transition, reflection, and continued growth. Throughout the year, our staff remained deeply committed to providing beautiful, purposeful Montessori environments where children and adolescents could learn, work, and thrive.
	I am grateful for the dedication, care, and collaboration our staff brought to this important work. Their steady commitment helped sustain a strong sense of cohesion across our community, reflected in the continued engagement and retention of our students and families. I am equally grateful to our families for their trust, partnership, and belief in Hershey’s mission.
	It has been a privilege to serve Hershey during this meaningful year. I remain deeply appreciative of all who contributed to this extraordinary community and am confident in the possibilities ahead.
	As my time as Interim Head of School comes to a close, I am pleased to pass the baton to Heather Maccabe. Heather brings extensive Montessori experience, a deep respect for Hershey’s history, and a thoughtful vision for its future.

	The Hershey
	Family Foundation

	Continuing to Build a Legacy of Wonder and Hope
	"Passion is lifted from the earth itself by the muddy hands of the young; it travels along
	grass-stained sleeves to the heart.
	If we are going to save environmentalism and the environment, we must also save an endangered indicator species: the child in nature."
	Huntsburg Campus
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	Huntsburg Campus
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	Huntsburg Campus
	Celebrating 25 Years
	HVAC Upgrades
	Across Both
	Campuses
	Children’s House Refresh

	WHOLE SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS
	Beekeeping Award

	Watch here: https://www.instagram.com/p/DN8QkUKDGjS/
	Huntsburg Middle School students share information about their maple syrup production with members of the Wildwood Garden Club of Mentor
	through a hands-on, student-led
	learning experience.
	The Leadership Lake County Class of 2025 visited both campuses to learn about Montessori education as a part of their monthly programming
	Students playfully quiz Senator Jerry Cirino on Presidents during his visit to the Concord Campus on November 2025—putting his and their curiosity and knowledge to the test.
	Dr. Sunil Ahuja president of Lakeland Community College visited Huntsburg Campus in October 2025 to explore the campus and to discuss College Credit Plus. ,
	Diana Le Sieur gathered with thousands of Montessorians in Washington, D.C., for the 2026
	AMS Conference, Seeds of Change: Nurturing Tomorrow’s Leaders - including an immersive exploration of Dr. Maria Montessori’s years in India.
	Students traveled to Washington, D.C. for an enriching experience connecting their studies to history, government, and civic life. They explored national memorials and monuments, visited Arlington National
	Cemetery, the Capitol, and the exteriors of the Library of Congress and Supreme Court, which were closed to visitors due to the government shutdown.
	Students also explored history through a visit to The People’s House, the Daughters of the American Revolution Museum, and a ghost tour of Alexandria, bringing their learning to
	life beyond the classroom.
	“The child is both a hope and a promise for mankind.”
	— Dr. Maria Montessori
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	Thanks to alumni volunteers Kate Rose, Bryan Jones, and George Ferguson, Hershey Montessori School has established an Alumni Committee to strengthen connections across generations. Working with the Development Team, the committee hosted a tent at the annual Huntsburg Harvest Festival, welcoming alumni and celebrating the lasting relationships that connect our community.
	All alumni—anyone who attended classes, taught, or graduated from HMS—are invited to reconnect through our online alumni database. Here, any alumni my update their information, share photos, receive school news, and connect with friends. Alumni can also reengage by attending events, volunteering, or sharing their experiences and career journeys with current students and guides. We invite our alumni community to not only be part of the history of Hershey Montessori, but to reengage and be part of our current and future story as well.

	Celebrating Our Alumni Community
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	Development Income
	2025-2026
	Total Revenue:
	$1,075,392
	The Hershey
	Family Foundation
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	Parent Infant (PI) and
	Young Child Community (YCC)
	Children’s House
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	Books by
	Ohio Authors
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	Residential
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	“I learned this, at least, by my experiment: that if one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will meet with a success unexpected in common hours.”
	― Henry David Thoreau, Walden: Or, Life in the Woods

	Celebrating the Sixth Year Journey
	Class of 2026 - Huntsurg Campus

	Development Fundraising Events
	Ways to Give
	Hershey Montessori School
	Annual Giving
	Annual Giving: Every gift, at any level, nurtures the prepared environments, meaningful work, and meaningful learning that help our students grow today.
	Hershey Montessori School

	Scholarships
	Hershey Montessori School
	Hershey Montessori School

	IRA Gifts
	Gifts of Stock
	OAIS SGO Scholarships help more children access the transformative power of Montessori education by directing your Ohio tax credit donation toward scholarships at HMS.
	Turn your IRA distribution into an investment in the next generation, nurturing independence, curiosity, and a lifelong love of learning.
	Share the growth of your investments to cultivate the growth, discovery, and potential of Hershey Montessori students.
	www.hershey-montessori.org/contribute/

	Give for the Children; Give for the Future.

	Please support these sponsors who so generously support Hershey Montssori School.
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