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Cultivating confldence, responsibility, purpose, and connection

Moral Development &

The Hershey Montessori School Huntsburg Campus
farm is an essential part of the adolescent prepared
environment. Rooted in Dr. Maria Montessori’s vision
of Erdkinder (“children of the earth”), our farm
supports students during a critical stage of
development when they are seeking belonging,
purpose, independence, and meaningful contribution.
The farm is used to provide exactly that: a living,
working community where learning is real, shared, and
deeply relevant.

Real World Learning

with Purpose

Dr. Montessori believed adolescents thrive when
education mirrors real life. A farm-based learning
community allows students to:

¢ Belong to something meaningful

e Contribute in authentic ways

* Build independence through responsibility

e Understand how society functions

¢ On the farm, students experience a micro-society
—one that depends on their participation, care,
and collaboration

Integrating
Head and Hand

Dr. Montessori emphasized the importance of
balancing manual and intellectual work, noting that
both are equally essential. Farm life naturally
integrates academics with daily responsibilities:
e Mathematics through budgeting, planning, and
construction projects
e Biology and science through animal care and crop
cycles
e History and economics through small-scale
production and exchange
Learning is no longer abstract—it is applied,
memorable, and deeply engaging.

Community Responsibility

Education on the farm extends far beyond academics.
Adolescents develop a strong moral compass as they
learn to:

e Care for the land and living systems

e Support and rely on one another

* Resolve conflicts and work collaboratively

e Experience accountability to a community
Many Montessori organizations describe the farm as
the ideal prepared environment for adolescents
because it nurtures responsibility to both self and
society.

Leadership, Apprenticeships
& a Micro-Society

Students step into rotating roles that mirror the
workings of a real community:

e Managers organize work, guide peers,
communicate expectations, and lead
decision-making

e Apprentices learn skills, build confidence, and
contribute meaningfully

Through this structure, students gain firsthand
experience with leadership, teamwork, problem-solving,
and accountability—essential skills for life beyond
high school.

Preparing Capable,
Compassionate Adults

The farm is not about training future farmers.
It is about preparing young people to become:

e Capable problem-solvers

e Compassionate community members

e Confident and grounded adults
Here, learning is lived. Community is practiced.
Potential is honored.
This is the heart of Montessori adolescent education
—and why the farm remains central to our mission.

www.hershey-montessori.org



	The Purpose of the Farm in Montessori Education
	Cultivating confidence, responsibility, purpose, and connection
	Why a Farm?
	Moral Development & Community Responsibility
	Real World Learning with Purpose
	Leadership, Apprenticeships  & a Micro‑Society
	Integrating Head and Hand
	Preparing Capable, Compassionate Adults


