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In 2023, Hershey Montessori School proudly received full accreditation 
from Independent Schools Association of Central States (ISACS)! After  
years of work and preparation, the school achieved and was recognized 
for meeting the independent school best practices standards. ISACS 
accreditation demonstrates that Hershey Montessori School, as an 
educational organization, takes self-evaluation, peer evaluation, learning  
and growth seriously. We are grateful to elementary guide Saren Peetz for 
leading the project, to the members of the steering committee, to all who  
have and continue to contribute significant time and energy in meeting these 
high standards day-in and day-out. Your efforts are yet another reminder of 
the amazing strength and dedication of our beautiful Hershey Community.

Hershey Montessori School is proud to be supporting middle school guides  
in their International Montessori Training Institute (IMTI) sessions led by  
IMTI director Laurie Ewert-Krocker. The training was held on the farm  
school Huntsburg Campus over the summer and hosted forty teachers  
from around the USA and six other countries (see photos above). IMTI is 
committed to the training and support of teachers working with adolescents, 
ages 12-18, through a deep understanding of Montessori principles and 
practices. The training was funded in-part by a grant from Montessori 
Development Partnership. The full training continues over the course  
of two years ending with an IMTI diploma.

2023 is a celebratory year as Hershey Montessori School hits its 45th 
anniversary! HMS opened in 1978 as “Western Reserve Montessori” in 
Painesville, OH. In 1989, the Concord Campus was constructed. In 2000,  
the middle school program moved to the 97-acre campus in Huntsburg to  
serve day and boarding adolescents hailing from throughout the USA and  
other nations. In 2018, The Passive House designed Upper School building  
was completed, and HMS became one of the first in the world to have an 
adolescent program through high school that fully integrates a farm and  
boarding life as envisioned by Dr. Montessori. That year, Hershey Montessori 
School celebrated its first graduating class.
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In reflection, I see 
2022-2023 as  
“A Year of Promise.” 
I look back through 
the pages of 2022-
2023 and see so 
much hope and 
inspiration for the 
future. After years 
of deep reflection 
through the ISACS 
whole school 365 

community survey, self-study, and peer-review feedback, we 
now celebrate our ISACS accreditation. Together we witness 
this benchmark as evidence that Hershey Montessori School  
is moving forward. While always deeply committed to the 
fullest implementation of the Montessori approach, we  
are continually and intentionally improving the way in which 
we communicate and deepen the experience for students, 
staff and families while being accountable to independent 
school best practices for governance and administration.  
This acceptance into full ISACS membership ensures our 
children and adolescents feel that they belong in community 
and are equipped to adapt and embrace the global community 
in which they live. 

It is those and many other quiescent moments that 
warm our hearts and ease our minds that we are indeed 
equipping our students to thrive in changing times and 
preparing them to contribute to the broader community 
as stewards of peace and humanity. 

The 2022-2023 school year was truly A Year of Promise, 
a promise that the future is hopeful, bright, and full of 
opportunity for our young people, the school, our guides, 
and staff, for our families, and our community. ISACS,  
the Strategic Plan, our board of directors, and our 
community of staff, guides, families, alumni, and many 
others all help to ensure that we are continuing forward  
with our transformative approach to education.

Our mutual love for the Montessori approach to human 
development, gives us the opportunity to review and  
reflect on the days before and capture those important 
thoughts, lessons, and moments so that our graduates  
enter into young adulthood well equipped, socially, 
emotionally, and intellectually, to self-actualize in their 
independence and to contribute to their communities  
and to a more peaceful humanity. 

In service to the child and adolescent,

Paula Leigh-Doyle
Head of School

In 2022-2023, Hershey Montessori students engaged in 
many cultural activities and community experiences. It 
was touching to see our students volunteering and tutoring 
children at HOLA Ohio and Painesville City Schools’ 
bilingual math workshop. For more information about 
the students’ efforts, please visit hershey-montessori.org/
hershey-montessori-spanish-students-volunteer-to-tutor-
at-hola-math-workshop 

Climate Change was another global topic addressed by the 
upper school guides and students. We were proud of those 
students who passionately delved into deep and enriching 
climate change topics, created artistic and technical  
displays, and presented their high-quality work at the Lake 
Erie College annual Climate Change Symposium. For more 
information about the Climate Change Symposium, visit 
hershey-montessori.org/climate-change-symposium

Our elementary students shared their knowledge of the 
world through, to name a few, their international fair, 
highlighting well-crafted and researched presentations of 
countries from around the world, a medical supplies drive 
for Ukraine, and a beautiful, touching international musical 
performance by the younger students. 

A message from Paula, Head of School

 “It is those and many other quiescent moments that warm our hearts and ease our minds 
that we are indeed equipping our students to thrive in changing times and preparing 
them to contribute to the broader community as stewards of peace and humanity.” 

PAULA LEIGH-DOYLE

OPTIMISMOPTIMISM
A year of 

https://hershey-montessori.org/hershey-montessori-spanish-students-volunteer-to-tutor-at-hola-math-workshop/
https://hershey-montessori.org/climate-change-symposium/
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• A Young Child Community Extension was added  
 for children ages 18 mos. to 3+ years old.
• Children learned to care for themselves (hand  
 washing, grooming, dressing, toilet awareness, etc.).
• Children learned to care for their indoor and   
 outdoor environments (washing dishes, sweeping,  
 cleaning, raking, gardening, etc.).
• Children interacted daily with music, dance,  
 singing, and different mediums of art. 
• Children worked with developmental aids to  
 strengthen fine motor skills, coordinate/refine  
 movements, develop concentration, and to provide  
 opportunities for exploration. 
• Through a language-rich environment, children  
 built expressive and receptive language skills.

CONCORD CAMPUS

Young Child Community

Learn more about our Concord campus:
hershey-montessori.org/about/concord-campus

• Parents begin to guide infants in developing their  
 own initial skills for independence.
• 2022-2023 was the return of the much beloved  
 Parent-Infant summer program.
• The group was able to utilize the specially designed  
 outdoor environment throughout the fall, spring,  
 and summer months.
• With the addition of a Pikler Climbing Triangle,  
 children one year and older were able to explore  
 new ways of movement.

 “Passion is lifted from the earth itself by the muddy 
hands of the young; it travels along grass-stained 
sleeves to the heart.” 

RICHARD LOUV, LAST CHILD IN THE WOODS

DISCOVERYDISCOVERY
A year of 

Parent-Infant Program

https://hershey-montessori.org/about/concord-campus/


 2022-2023 HERSHEY MONTESSORI SCHOOL YEAR-IN-REVIEW     5

• 3rd year students visited the Huntsburg Campus  
 to explore and hike the 97 acres of forest to find  
 “their” tree identified on an earlier hike. 
• They learned fun facts about trees and the  
 environment with Upper School science guide,  
 Matt Sorrick, and adolescent students. 
• Upper Elementary students held donation drives  
 for MedWish, The Cleveland Book Bank, and  
 World Wildlife Fund. 
• 6th year students organized and prepared the  
 much-loved Pizza Lunch Friday’s for early and  
 upper elementary classrooms.

CONCORD CAMPUS

Elementary Community 

Learn more about our Concord campus:
hershey-montessori.org/about/concord-campus

Children’s House

• Children ages 3-6 created a beautiful multi-medium  
 art piece, a highly sought after woodworking table,  
 and a gorgeous candle setting for the annual gala. 
• Thanks to generous donations, each community  
 received new flower beds beautifying the outdoor  
 environment. 
• Each Children’s House classroom organized a  
 unique  holiday program; parents attended and  
 were invited to share in the beautiful songs.

GROWTHGROWTH
A year of 

Classroom gardens were graciously supported  
by the Hackenberg, DeSantis, and Lee Families 
along with supplies of soil and seeds donated by 
Arms Trucking and Urban Growers.

https://hershey-montessori.org/about/concord-campus/
https://thearmsgroup.us/home-dmboyd/
https://urban-growers.com
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LEARNINGLEARNING
A year of 

 

• Students researched, prepared, and presented  
 in-depth reports on climate change at the 
  Lake Erie College Climate Symposium. 
• Hershey students volunteered at HOLA Ohio  
 and Painesville City Schools’ bilingual math   
 workshop titled, “Counting on a Better Future”  
 on Feb. 22, 2023 
• The annual student led Pancake Breakfast and  
 Microeconomy Market was very well attended  
 by current families, alumni families, and  
 community members. 
• Every senior was admitted to college. Some  
 seniors earned large merit scholarships of tens  
 of thousands of dollars per year.

Huntsburg Campus

Upper School

Learn more about our Concord campus:
hershey-montessori.org/about/huntsburg-campus

Middle School

• AMI Adolescent Trainer Laurie Ewert-Krocker  
 worked with faculty to renew and re-center   
 Montessori fidelity. 
• Students researched and designed to create an  
 ethical and humane chicken coop funded by the  
 Dominion Charitable Fund. 
• The Sugarbush Occupation was revitalized through  
 faculty, student leadership, and donations of   
 equipment and labor from local syrup producers.
• Following student inspiration, the Huntsburg   
 Campus Goat Barn was restored. 
• Spanish students researched, prepared and served  
 cultural foods at the 1st International Food Festival. 

 “The Montessori adolescent really exhibits a desire 
to be challenged, to cultivate habits of the mind that 
will lead her forward into an intelligent adulthood.”

PAT LUDICK, THE POSITIVE PERSONALITY OF THE MONTESSORI ADOLESCENT, 
THE NAMTA JOURNAL (VOL 39, NO 1, WINTER 2014)

https://hershey-montessori.org/about/huntsburg-campus/
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62%5%
3%

22%
Tuition

State/Auxiliary Funds

Morning Care & After Care/Camps

Fundraising/Annual Giving

Other Receipts

Income Highlights:

• $77,550 total financial assistance  
   awarded in 2022-2023.
  

Fundraising Highlights:

• Received infrastructure support from  
   The Hershey Foundation and the  
    Hershey Family Foundation.

Income

20%

11%

22%

47%

8%

Fundraising

Grants

Annual Giving

ContributionsFundraising

Enrollment by Program 2022-2023

2022-2023 Financials

Parent-
Infant 

Program

17

67

39

20
29

78

Young
Child

Community

Middle
School

Upper 
School

Children’s
House

Elementary
School

PROGRESSPROGRESS
A year of 
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45th

150+

100%

$18,500 

42%

8
250

ANNIVERSARY YEAR

WE CELEBRATED OUR

MAPLE STIRS SERVED DURING  
2023 PANCAKE BREAKFAST

OF STUDENTS GRADUATED AND  
100% COLLEGE APPLICANTS ACCEPTED

RAISED BY MICROECONOMY  
FOR FARM SUPPLIES IN 2022-2023

STUDENTS RECEIVED FINANCIAL AID

STUDENTS SERVED IN 2022-2023

2022-2023 Impact By the Numbers

BOARDING STUDENTS  
FROM 4 COUNTRIES / 4 STATES

IMPACTIMPACT
A year of 

Skittles, Snickers,  
Butterscotch, +  Milk Dud

Cotton Candy,
HERSHEY’S ADGA NIGERIAN  
DWARF GOAT GAVE BIRTH  
TO FOUR “CANDY” KIDS: 



 2022-2023 HERSHEY MONTESSORI SCHOOL YEAR-IN-REVIEW     9

Community Drive-in Spring Gala 

Cosmic Run Alumni Friend-raiser 

2022-2023 Fundraising Events

• 65 families celebrated the school year
• Movie: Disney’s The Little Mermaid
• 1st-ever Event Sponsorship: Pfabe’s Music & the Budnik Family
• The children’s pre-movie fun included conquering the dirt hill!

• 134 attendees; 286 online bidders 
• 20 bakers baked 25 delectable desserts 
• $133,729 (net) raised
• 14 gracious sponsors and 28 awesome volunteers 
• Students’ video, “This Little Light of Mine” — heartwarming!

• 141 runners and walkers 
• 15 volunteers 
• 6 Sponsors 
• $5,066 raised 
• Sunny morning in late October here in NEO — awesome!

• 1st new annual Alumni Event
• 17 attendees (recent and seasoned alumn)
• Sponsored by Westel’s — and Molly & Jason Rice, alumni family
• Sweet baby, Paige Rice, days old & youngest attendee — priceless!

STRENGTHSTRENGTH
A year of 
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Hershey Montessori School Donors 2022-2023 Fiscal Year
Every effort was made to include all donors. If your name was inadvertently omitted or misspelled, please contact our office.

Jeffrey* and Patti Embleton 
Morgan and Anthony Fracci
Matt and Jamie Frank
Zachary and Lauren Guren
Victoria and Scott* Hackenberg
Shane and Suzette Horner
Horner Networks
Junction Auto Sales, Inc.
Mario and Jennifer Jurcic
Key Bank Foundation
Lighthouse Advisers
David and Victoria Nadzam
Paskevich and Associates
Samantha and Doug Price IV
Erin Steinberg and Jim Tuma
Secure Recycling
Sugar Pines Farm
TCC Technology Solutions
Yvonne Delgado Thomas^ and Greg Thomas
Jim and Jill Vinecourt

AMBASSADORS 
($1,000-$2,499) 
Anonymous
Dana and Marc Davis
Paula Leigh-Doyle^ 
Mateja and Robert Fiorille
Michael and Debbie George
Maha and Fahim Gemayel
Sam and Nancy Guren
Sara Guren^ and Bowman Beeman 
Kris Kramer-Jordan and Greg Jordan
Holly and Rob Kline
Anne Marie Kollander and Mark Teague
Amy and David Maki
Main Sequence Technologies
Marsh & McLennan Agency LLC
Shelley^ and Gerry Morgan 
Michelle and Michael Murray
Cheryl and Victor Noviski
Trevor and Dawn Ostrowski

DISTINGUISHED LEADERS   
($25,000 and above) 
John* and Laurie Cunningham
Debbie* and Peter Guren
Hershey Family Foundation
The Hershey Foundation
The K & D Group 

INSPIRATIONAL LEADERS   
($10,000-$24,999)
Montessori Development Partnership
William and Sharon Ruple

VISIONARIES 
($5,000-$9,999) 
Barry and Connie Hershey
Jason and Melanie Loveless
Jane* and Fritz Neubauer
Daurine Noll
Jane and Doug Price III
Jaeger Robertson
Joel Smith and Jessica Strelec
Carole Hershey Walters

INNOVATORS 
($2,500-$4,999)

Kerri and Morris Beverage III
The Budnik Family
Steven Christopher and Britt Newman
Daniel DeSantis and  
 Candace Goforth DeSantis
Dominion Energy Charitable Fund
C. Fraser Elliott*and Line Montminy

Lynette^ and Jonathon Ruple 
Rachel and Dominic Sanniti
Rick and Jeanette Smith
Michael and Aubrey Southworth
Kate and Gary Witosky

PATRONS 
($500-$999) 
Anonymous
Richard Barger and Emily Rainey-Barger
Marcia Bremenour
Corine Casalina^
Carrie and Anthony Cirino
Judith Cunningham
Tanya and Joseph Farinacci
Jennifer^ and Chris Finan
Tim and Deb Gooden
Tina and Peter Joyce
Megan and Al Lee
George Milbourn
NMS Certified Public Accountants
Claudia and Curtis O’Neal
Gerardo Pasaret and Gabriela Molinar
David and Lynn Pontius
Matthew, Deborah, and Michaela Quirk
John^ and Brandie Rider
SK Landscaping Co.
State Farm
Angela Spalsbury-Szigeti*  
 and Peter Szigeti
Barbara Strelec
Chris Susan and Ellen Smith-Susan
The Tcheurekdjian Family Fund
Lakisha^ and Walter Wingard 

ADVOCATES 
($250-$499) 
Anonymous (2)
Angela Bailey-Sundahl
Alison Barsan^

Cakes by Venus
John and Carole Cummings
Custom Cleaning & Maintenance
Rosanne and Roshen Fernando
Tim Frank Septic Tank Cleaning Co.
Sandy Giallanza* and Edmund Evans
Elizabeth Harwood
Denny and Judy Hershey
Venus^ and Eldon Kohler
Teri Kummer
Cherie Lechner-Lunato
Julie^ and John Loxterman
Luisa Mendez^ and Patrick Lauriano 
Aaron Muttillo
Mike and Ronnie Nowak
Michael and Emily O’Donnell
Joel^and Jordyn Rabe 
Kelly and James Randall
The Reigle Family
Kathleen Sanniti
Tierney Dewan-Saperstein^  
 and Josh Saperstein
Deanna Shrum^ 
Sarah Tetzloff^ and Bart Hildebrant 
Nancy Theofrastous^

COMMUNITY FRIENDS  
(UP TO $249) 
Anonymous (6)
Jessica^ and Jonathan Adkins
Jeanette and Larry Adkins
Katie Arnold
Megan Arumpanayil
Mathew Bailey and Jodi Latshaw
Andrew and Katherine Bednar
Kathy and Tim Beech
Tina Bergmann^ and Bryan Thomas
AJ^ and Tracy Bissell
Dona Black
Charles and Julia Bolton

* Indicates HMS ‘22-‘23 Board Member
^ Indicates HMS ‘22-‘23 Staff Member

GENEROSITYGENEROSITY
A year of 
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Elliot Goldsworth
Dana Gore
Steven and Tammy Gutierrez
Nancy Guthrie
William Hartstein
Brandi Haught
Trina Hines^
Alison Hinesman
Betty Hissong
Ginger^ and Steffel Hofsetter
Natalie Hudak
Eileen Hull^ 
Jenna Hull and Justin Gollin
Jerry Jaffe 
Esther Kahn
Jordan Kirkner
J. Albert and Wendy Klauss
Jayme Kollman
Danielle^ and Will Krause 
Gretchen Kubicek
Joy and Paul Langmaid
Jody Lathwell
Melissa^ and Garret Ledwith
Melanie and Luke Leonard
Jill^ and James Levin
Jim and Patsy Lombardo
Amy Loveland
David Macek and Lisa Rome
Sarah Mabey and Chris Szell
Sarah Manning^ 
Sandy Maver^
Alecia and Russell May
Cheryl^ and Brad McGovern
Pamela McVetta-McKinney^ 
Paul Meyer
Scott Mihalic
Lori Mills
Sarah and Adam Nichols

Tina Piccirillo-Boyden and Nigel Boyden
Tim and Lori Bresnan
Greg Brumbaugh
Lesley Brunstetter
Debbie Burt
John^ and Kacie Buzzard
Lashawn^ and Justin Caldwell
Anthony and Elizabeth Calvelage
Effi Casey
Christine Cassella
Lori Caszatt
Brooks Cavin^ 
Doug^ and Anna Cornett
Yarlenny De la Cruz
Kristin and Nicholas Decocq
Karen^ Hannan-DeWalt  
 and David DeWalt
Roger Downer
Erica Dunay
Nathan Eads
Cristina Echeverria^
Jacob Eldridge
Justin Eldridge
Sam Eldridge
Megan Emond
Brittany and Stephen Epple
Laurie and Jim Ewert-Krocker
Holly Flood and Timmons Roberts
George Ferguson
Calland and Joseph Ferraro 
Jeni and Cory Fetzer
Adam Fleder
Marty Foster
Caitlin Franc
Kayla Friel
Cathi Gerson
Megan and Peter Ghobrial
Dan Goldsworth

Sean and Julie Noble
Jarred Oates
Javier Ortiz
Brittany Paynter
Golnar^ and Scott Parry 
Charles Perrotti
Tabitha and Aaron Pesch
Valerie Raines^
Molly and Jason Rice
The Roseum Family
Emma Ross^
Yanilsa Santiago
Bob and JoAnna Schneider
Janelle and Dean Slavick
Meg Sondey and Bill Hines
Matthew Sorrick^ 
Sue Spalsbury
Leslie^ and Lyle Steelman
Stacey Steinberg
Aaron and Krysttel Stryczek 
Theresa^ and Nick Suvak
Lea and Mike Swanson
Gary and Jackie Swanson
Kelly and Jeffrey Taraba
Thrivent Financial Foundation 
Aaron Twaddell^  
 and Zaynab Olin Twaddell^
Susan Walters
Jane and John Warren
Donnah and Bill Whitaker
Rick and Colleen Welder
Lisa and Russ Welsh
Jenna Weinkamer
Karen and Wes Wilson
Peggy Wise
Rebecca Wohlever
Morgan and Jack Wolfe III
Corie Wright

IN MEMORY OF GIFTS  
KATHLEEN BURICHIN  
 Michelle Murray

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MILLIE GOODEN 
 Tim and Deb Gooden

SUSAN MAVER 
 Sandy Maver

IN HONOR OF GIFTS  
SIDNEY DAVIS  
 Dona Black

VENUS KOHLER  
 The DeSantis Family

DEBBIE GUREN  
 Charles Perrotti

PETER AND DEBBIE GUREN 
 Denny and Judy Hershey

ASTER, ASHLEY, ECHO, JAMES AND OWEN JOYCE  
 Peter and Tina Joyce

DEAN SLAVICK 
 Janelle Slavick

Hershey Montessori School Donors 2022-2023 Fiscal Year (con’t)
Every effort was made to include all donors. If your name was inadvertently omitted or misspelled, please contact our office.

BECOME A DONOR TODAY! Visit
hershey-montessori.org/contribute

SUPPORTSUPPORT
A year of 

https://hershey-montessori.org/contribute/
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

Yvonne Delgado Thomas
Director of Development 
ythomas@hershey-montessori.org 
440-357-0918 ext. 64

Congratulations to the eight graduates of the Class of 2023. Armed with your Montessori foundation,  
may you go bravely forth on your journey, continue to respect the earth, serve others, and become peaceful 
citizens helping to create a more harmonious world for future generations.

Because of you, our donors − our children and adolescents look 
forward to a new and exciting year of growth and development. 
Your generous gifts came in all shapes and sizes. Some supported 
community gardens, an evaporator for the sugar house, a renovated 
goat barn, professional development for the guides, and so much more. 
Sponsors stepped forward graciously with leadership gifts paving the 
way to successful events. Students went to work sanding, staining, 
painting, hammering, sewing, and beading lovely gala auction items 
bringing in record amounts for the cause. Large matching challenges 
were offered and met including $10K for annual giving from our  
Board of Directors and $32.6K for gymnasium renovations from  
the K&D Group. Annual donations came in from across the wide 
Hershey community exceeding 2021-2022 numbers. 

Be assured that your gifts provided innovative beautiful growth 
opportunities and experiences for children and young people to be 
inspired, explore, take risks, challenge themselves and otherwise 
celebrate and experience the joy of learning. 2022-2023 was a  
Year of Promise − a promise that 2023-2024 will inspire past  
donors to return, current donors to grow, new leadership gifts and 
more gifts from foundations and businesses. Your generosity helps  
to fill that gap between the beautiful work we do and the bigger 
challenge of keeping up with the world so that “children and 
adolescents are equipped to thrive in changing times and prepared  
to contribute to the community as stewards of peace and humanity.” 
We are humbly grateful to each and every one of you.

Give for the Children; Give for the Future;  
Give Here: hershey-montessori.org/contribute

Thank you!
EXPLORINGEXPLORING
A year of 

Diana LeSieur
Director of Admissions 
dlesieur@hershey-montessori.org 
440-357-0918 ext. 40

mailto:ythomas@hershey-montessori.org
mailto:dlesieur@hershey-montessori.org
https://hershey-montessori.org/contribute/

